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 Karen Rosenthal joined the staff of JFS Family Violence Project  and  steadily rose through the ranks of the program, progressively taking on more responsibilities in the positions of program coordinator, clinical director, assistant director,  director of Family Violence Project; in 2003 Karen became Director of Shelter Services.  In her current position, Karen supervises 2 JFS shelters for battered women and their children, the comprehensive services of the Family Violence Project,  as well as our shelter for homeless families.  

Karen has devoted her professional career to the empowerment of women who have been victims of domestic violence, providing comprehensive services to ensure that the safety of these women and to help them regain self esteem and independence. Karen has worked in the field of domestic violence long before it became a popular acceptable topic and is well respected by colleagues in the domestic violence community.  Karen is a model of integrity, assuming the highest moral and ethical qualities, and always demonstrating respect for clients, staff and professional colleagues   . Karen’s programs serve the most vulnerable populations in our community, and the respect she displays translates to staff and clients alike.

The JFS Family Violence Project has expanded under her guidance due to her ability to cultivate cooperation among team members, as well as build outside collaborative partnerships  . 

Karen  has been very instrumental in creating the domestic violence educational awareness curriculum that has been presented in many synagogues and Jewish schools in the Los Angeles community and has made particular outreach efforts in the Los Angeles Jewish community to raise awareness about teen dating violence. She re-created the Women’s Freedom Seder, a most meaningful event presented every year at Passover for clients and volunteers of the programs.   Karen brought the Clothesline Project to the agency, a creative arts program for victims of violence, and these remain on permanent display as a testament to the strength and resilience of the clients in the shelters.

