March 26, 2010

To the JCPSC Awards Committee:

It is my pleasure and honor to nominate Lori Klein for the 2010 Bobbi Asimov Award for Professional Mentorship.  Lori is not just an outstanding mentor; she is a Mentor’s Mentor.

As Assistant Director of the HUC School of Jewish Communal Service, Lori oversees and directs the school’s fieldwork internship program.  Her upper-most concern is the nurturance of the students under her supervision.  She is meticulous in discerning their professional needs and interests and is persistent in finding the best positions for them to learn and grow.  She carefully trains and guides the fieldwork supervisors to ensure that the students are placed in meaningful positions, are given opportunities to experience organizational behavior from the inside, and have serious and structured time for reflection and feed-back.  For this, she is admired by both students and supervisors alike.  

Beyond the fieldwork, however, Lori is a compassionate guide, teacher, and role model for the students.  She counsels them in regard to their course work, their internships, their professional relationships, and their career goals and aspirations.  They confide in her and trust her, because she treats them as the professionals they aspire to become.  When criticism is called for, she gives it with honesty and clarity, but without personal animus.  When praise is due, she rejoices and celebrates with the students.

As the students approach graduation, she counsels, guides, strategizes, and motivates their pursuit of career opportunities.  Alumni come back to consult with her long after their graduations when they have challenges on the job or are considering a career move.  The SJCS is known for its care and attention to the students.  Lori is the embodiment of this care and attention.

In regard to the values expressed in the Brit HaMiktzoa, Lori embraces Ethical Conduct and Recognition, but most of all Respect for the Individual.  She truly knows and believes that each of these students has unique talents and that they each deserve care, attention, nurturance and compassion.

I hope that the committee will give close consideration to this nomination and will present Lori Klein with the Bobbi Asimov Award for Professional Mentorship that she so richly deserves.

Richard A. Siegel

Director, HUC School of Jewish Communal Service 

