I am proud to nominate Monise Neumann as a candidate for the Alan J. Kassin Award for Outstanding Professional Achievement for her leadership as Director of BJE March of the Living. 

Since earning a Masters degree in Jewish Education in 1986, Monise has

dedicated her career to teen experiential education. From directing weekend retreats to service learning to Israel experiences, she has guided thousands of teens and mentored scores of staff, developing programs rich in educational content and enduring impact. Her greatest professional venture, however, began in 2005 with appointment as Director of BJE March of the Living. For more than a decade, BJE had-every 2nd  year led a group of 15-49 L.A. teens on a 2 week experience to Poland and Israel, joining thousands of teens from 40+ nations of the world.  In spring 2005, Monise-who had not previously participated in the "March"-was enlisted as a senior staff person, joining that year's group. Upon her return from that experience, she accepted appointment as Director of the 2006 March.

Quantitatively, under her leadership, the trip has expanded from its 49 participants in 2005, to 70 in 2006,79 in 2007, 130 in 2008, 136 in 2009, to 162 in 2010. More important (and accounting in great measure for program growth), the nature of the experience has been entirely transformed through Monise's innovative programming. Holocaust survivors (7 such participants in 2010) are now integral to the program. Most of these individuals were teens in the early 19405, and their stories speak deeply to today's L.A. "March" participants. Joint activities with Polish youth have been initiated. Intensive orientation sessions prior to the March, and post-trip follow-up have become vital components of the "March" experience. Monise enlists and orients an entirely volunteer staff team of 16-18 talented individuals-physicians, social workers, clergy and counselors-accompany each year's BJE March of the Living group.

"March" alumni are encouraged and assisted in engaging in post-program activities giving expression to deeply held commitments that they form as an outgrowth of their encounters. For some, it is a commitment to feeding the hungry; for others, it is advocacy on behalf of victims of oppression; for some, it is activities in support of Israel. As one student-reflecting the sentiment of "March" alu'mni-expressed: "This program is incredibly powerful. I will carry all that I learned and experienced with me

for the rest of my life."

Monise embodies every value of the Brit HaMiktzoa at the highest level. Her passion for BJE March of the Living is fueled by a profound sense of Clal Yisrael. She is a model of community involvement and has been recognized for her volunteerism in support of a variety of worthy causes. Monise has a deep connection to Israel and dedicates tremendous thought to structuring a week in Israel for "March" teens that will ensure that similar appreciation of Israel will be internalized by program participants. Monise seeks opportunities for her own continuing education and has, in recent years, worked to expand her knowledge of the Jewish communities of Eastern Europe, pre-WWII. One could not set a higher ethical standard than to emulate the conduct of Monise Neumann. She respects each individual; one of the many strengths of her leadership is that each person who is part of the "March"-participants and staff-knows that he/she is respected and valued. Monise recognizes with appreciation her colleagues and lay supporters (an appreciation that is, in all cases, reciprocated).

Monise is a philanthropist in quiet and inspiring ways. On more than one occasion she has personally seen to it that a deserving student lacking financial means has been able to participate in "March of the Living." Under Monise's leadership, BJE March of the Living has gained international stature as one of the most outstanding such groups on the planet. The Jim Joseph Foundation hired an external evaluator to accompany the 2008 group, and the very laudatory report submitted by Dr. Tobin Belzer noted the significant impact of the program on participating students:  “.. .fostering their sense of attachment to Israel, helping them make emotional associations between Holocaust and Israel, encouraging them to reflect on their lives and Jewish identities, and promoting an awareness of Jewish peoplehood ....:” Every interview respondent felt that the trip was a valuable life experience.

I can think of no more worthy candidate for an award for outstanding professional achievement than Monise Neumann and urge her consideration for the Alan J. Kassin Award.

Nominated by Dr. Gil Graff, Executive Director, BJE

