Susan Mendlowitz -Belgrade works tirelessly in the process of Tikkun Olam. She is highly committed to the continuity of the Jewish people (Clal Yisrael) and touches the lives of those in the community who are most vulnerable, ensuring they receive the highest care and quality services.  These qualities, in addition to her dedication and innovation to services to senior adults,  makes her an outstanding professional deserving of the Dora & Charles Mesnick Award for Senior Adult Programming.

Susan received her Master's in Social Work from the University of Southern California in 1993, and is a licensed clinical social worker with close to 17 years experience working to enhance the lives of individuals and their families in both the Jewish and broader community. 

Susan joined our JFS family as Director of the Partners Adult Day Health Center in 1999. At Partners, she brought compassion, genuine concern, and respect to serve physically frail and cognitively impaired younger and older adults. Susan is a natural advocate for the needs of older adults and through her outreach Partners grew to become a program of excellence. In the next two years, she increased her scope of work to include coordinating our Integrated Disability Services and the Westside Adult Day Service Center. 

In 2006, Susan moved within JFS to become the Director of Private Care Coordination. In this role, she assisted families and seniors in need by coordinating an integrated system of care that monitors older adults and keeps them independent in their own homes. Under Susan's direction this program built a reputation of compassionate care and quality service in supporting seniors in the community, and became the lifeline for families living out of town concerned about the safety of their older relatives. 

Nine months ago Susan's portfolio shifted once more and she became the Director of the JFS Freda Mohr Multiservice Center. A stalwart edifice in the Fairfax Jewish Community for the past 33 years, the Center provides a variety of social services and enrichment activities for older adults. Susan now oversees many of the critical functions of the center which include our care management programs, our health and wellness center, and our educational and enrichment classes, assisting seniors to age in place. In addition, she creates cultural Jewish programming for seniors to celebrate Shabbat and Jewish holidays. Her programming infuses a lively spirit of Jewish tradition and culture providing a sense of belonging for its older adult participants who often feel isolated from the larger Jewish community. Susan is honoring the matriarchs in our Orthodox community through a new program called Atara Women. In this short time, Susan has instilled a strong sense of community that has endeared her to the older adults who come for services and to the staff who respect her leadership and strong vision. 

Nominated by Susan Alexman, Director of JFS  Older Adult Services  and Vivian Sauer, Associate Executive Director, JFS

