Dr. Gil Graff, JCPSC Career Achievement Award

 

There surely is no Jewish Communal Professional more deserving of the prestigious

JCPSC Career Achievement Award than Dr. Gil Graff, Executive Director of the BJE.

With a background in academia and in law, Dr. Graff chose a higher calling when

he became the Director of BJE in 1993. As Executive Director, Gil works closely with

The agency’s board and its committees in policy development, with its staff in

planning and delivering services and programs and with allied organizations and

funders in furthering BJE’s capacity to advance the quality of and access to

Jewish education for children and youth.

 

Gil is a true visionary.  At a time when community and donor priorities are shifting

and funding sources are becoming leaner, Gil has steered his organization

carefully and creatively away from rocky shoals by empowering his staff to

develop new areas of expertise and employ these new skills to further the mission

of BJE  as well as for their own professional development.  He has encouraged staff to

take risks and think outside the box to create new initiatives that address the

emerging issues of Jewish education in the twenty-first century such as

JkidLA/Concierge, SULAM and the Day School Capacity Program. His support of March

of the Living enabled staff to expand and refine the program to what it is today.

  

Recently, Gil re-branded his agency as the

Builders of Jewish Education, recognizing its true purpose within the Los

Angeles Jewish community.

 

Dr. Graff embodies the entirety of the JCPSCCovenant of Jewish

Professional Leadership [Brit HaMiktzoa] in particular with his commitment to the

continuity of the Jewish people, as a leader and role model

in the community and by showing respect for the individual.

 

The Talmud says, “The highest form of wisdom is kindness”  Gil serves his agency and

community with kindness and humility. A righteous man who has dedicated his life to

the Jewish people.

 

